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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

WESTMINSTER, SOUTH CAROLINA 
July 30, 2021 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
Request from West-Oak High School  
This week City Council received a letter (attached) from West-Oak High School Principal Dr. Brandon Blackwell and 
Assistant Principal Dr. April Witherspoon requesting the City paint the West-Oak Warrior logo on the Hwy 11 water 
tower. City staff will research the cost to fulfill such a request. The school has indicated it may be willing to fund-
raise to cover all or part of the cost. This item will be placed on a future City Council agenda for discussion.  
 
Visit Oconee August Newsletter 
Visit Oconee has published its August 2021 Newsletter. It highlights many activities planned for the upcoming 
month including several Westminster events. The newsletter is available here:  
https://madmimi.com/p/d403a21?pact=1004790-164170444-13426522535-
c2b3908e0c67179154bd0417bf5ff0d111cce5cb 
 
August 2021 SCDHEC Guidance for Wearing Masks Indoors 
The attached email provided to the City by the Appalachian Council of Governments provides guidance to 
individuals for wearing masks indoors to help prevent the spread of COVID-19.   
 
City Council Meeting Draft Rules/Policy 
In the last Administrator Report, the OJRSA’s Rules of Procedure policy was included. In short, it did not allow for 
virtual meeting attendance by OJRSA board members. Attached this week is a draft Electronic Quorum Procedural 
Amendment. In short, this draft does allow for virtual meeting attendance. Staff will place discussion of this item 
on a future agenda for Council’s consideration. As a reminder, the Council Operates by the following that is 
incorporated in the City Code of Laws: 
 

§ 30.04 - QUORUM AND RULES OF ORDER. 
A majority of the Council members serving shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of business at any 
meeting. The Mayor or Mayor Pro Tempore shall preside, except that in the absence of both, the members 
present shall elect a presiding member. Except as otherwise required by state law or ordinance, all 
proceedings of Council shall be governed by Robert's Rules of Order, and the City Attorney shall act as 
parliamentarian.  
(Ord. passed 1-20-1976) 

 
Assessed and Market Values for City Property 
This week the Oconee County Auditor provided the most recent information for assessed values and 
market values for property inside the Westminster City limits. As depicted on the attached spreadsheet, 
the assessed market values for real property decreased from 2020 to 2021 while vehicles assessed and 
market values increased. The combined net result was a modest 2% increase in the value of a mill, from 
$6,388 in 2020 to $6,487 in 2021.  
 
MASC Executive Director Audio Presentation at the 2021 Annual Meeting 
Municipal Association Executive Director Todd Glover provided a thoughtful presentation recapping the 
past year (with its COVID-19 challenges), highlighting future initiatives and discussing civility in 
government. The audio is 12:12 minutes long. Of note, is Mr. Glover’s comments about civility in 
government beginning at the 9:29 mark.  

Gateway to the Mountain Lakes Region 
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https://soundcloud.com/user-597239619/2021-annual-meeting-executive-director-todd-glover 
 
OJRSA 
The Operations and Planning Committee met on July 21, 2021, the meeting minutes are attached. The agenda for 
the August 2, 2021 OJRSA Board Meeting is attached.  
 
PMPA 
The agenda for the July 27, 2021 Board Meeting is attached.  
 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
August 2, 2021 at 4:00 pm OJRSA Board Meeting at OJRSA 
August 3, 2021 at 5:30 am – Westminster Planning Commission at the Westminster Depot 
August 10, 2021 at 6:00 pm - Westminster City Council Meeting at the Westminster Fire Department 
August 16, 2021 at 4:00 pm - OJRSA Finance & Administration Committee Meeting at OJRSA  

August 19, 2021 at 4:00 pm - OJRSA Operations & Planning Committee Meeting at OJRSA 
September 7, 2021 at 6:00 pm - Westminster City Council Meeting at the Westminster Fire Department 
September 13, 2021 at 4:00 pm OJRSA Board Meeting at OJRSA 
September 23, 2021 at 10:00 am – PMPA Board Meeting at PMPA 
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Kevin Bronson

From: Trey Eubanks <teubanks@scacog.org>
Sent: Thursday, July 29, 2021 4:22 PM
To: Trey Eubanks
Subject: DHEC Recommends Indoor Masking for All Regardless of Vaccination Status

Importance: High

Latest from SC DHEC and CDC.  This isn’t over yet.  Trey 
 
To: All AAA Directors, All SCDOA Staff 
 
With the recent rise in COVID-19 cases, both the CDC and DHEC have issued new guidance regarding indoor 
masking.  Below is the full text of DHEC’s latest release.  Accordingly, this information has been added to our 
COVID-19 resource webpage (http://www.aging.sc.gov/aaacovid19), which has been maintained and 
continually updated throughout the pandemic.   
 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Due to the rise in COVID-19 cases and the increasing threat of the Delta variant, 
the CDC on Tuesday is recommending public indoor masking for everyone, regardless of vaccination 
status. This includes masking for teachers, students, parents and visitors in K-12 schools. The South 
Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) is adopting the federal agency’s 
updated guidance and is recommending all South Carolinians, including those who are fully 
vaccinated, wear their masks when indoors and in public settings in areas with substantial and 
high transmission. 
  
According to the CDC, there has been a rise in breakthrough cases – ones where fully vaccinated 
individuals test positive for COVID-19 – that is likely being fueled due to the rise of the Delta variant. 
That is why updated guidelines are necessary, according to the agency. The updated CDC 
recommendations include: 

 In areas with substantial and high transmission, CDC recommends that everyone (including fully 
vaccinated individuals) wear a mask in public indoor settings to help prevent spread of Delta and 
protect others. 

 CDC recommends that community leaders encourage vaccination and masking to prevent further 
outbreaks in areas of substantial and high transmission. 

 CDC recommends universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students, and visitors to K-12 
schools, regardless of vaccination status. Children should return to full-time in-person learning in 
the fall with layered prevention strategies in place. In accordance with the previous CDC order, 
students are required to wear masks on school buses. 

DHEC recommends all South Carolinians follow the same protocols. To be clear, this is not a mandate. 
State law prohibits the implementation of mask mandates in schools. However, DHEC strongly 
encourages individuals to protect themselves and others by wearing masks. 
  
“Today’s change in guidance from the CDC reflects the very concerning trends we are seeing nationally 
and here in South Carolina regarding increasing case rates and a stagnant vaccination rate,” said Dr. 
Brannon Traxler, DHEC Public Health Director. “As a virus spreads, it mutates into more 
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contagious forms, which explains the rise of the Delta variant. We were hoping to reach herd immunity 
to stifle the spread of COVID-19 to prevent this scenario, but public health urgency now makes it 
necessary to return to recommending universal masking in public indoor settings.” 
  
Despite these changes in guidance, one thing remains clear: vaccinations are still the number one way to 
end this pandemic. Recent statewide data shows that, in the month of June, more than 90 percent of 
COVID-19 cases and deaths, and 86 percent of hospitalizations, were among individuals who were not 
fully vaccinated. 
  
“This data shows that even with the threat of variants, vaccinations are working,” Traxler added. “If we 
increase our masking and our vaccinations, we can protect ourselves and fellow South Carolinians, and 
finally defeat COVID-19.” 
  
DHEC is finalizing its K-12 guidance for the 2021-2022 academic year and will provide that guidance 
this week. 
  
Vaccinations are available for ages 12 and up at many locations across the state. Visit DHEC’s 
information page for more information on the vaccines, and the locator page to schedule a vaccine 
appointment. 

 
 
Hank Page 
State of South Carolina 
Department on Aging 
hpage@aging.sc.gov 
803-734-2088 Direct 
803-315-5622 Mobile 



ORDINANCE NO. __ 
 

 AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
WESTMINSTER, SOUTH CAROLINA, TO 
AUTHORIZE MEETINGS TO BE HELD BY 
TELEPHONIC OR OTHER ELECTRONIC 
MEANS AND TO GENERALLY UPDATE 
OTHER PROVISIONS OF THE CITY CODE, 
AND MATTERS RELATED THERETO. 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  ) 
) 

COUNTY OF OCONEE                  ) 
) 

CITY OF WESTMINSTER            ) 
 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Westminster, South Carolina (the “City”), acting through the City 

Council of the City of Westminster (the “City Council”), is a municipal corporation of the State 
of South Carolina (the “State”) located in Oconee County, South Carolina and possesses all powers 
granted by the Constitution and the statutes of the State to such public entities.  
 

WHEREAS, Section 5-7-160 of the Code of Laws of South Carolina 1976, as amended 
(the “S.C. Code”) provides that “[a] majority of the total membership of the council shall constitute 
a quorum for the purpose of transacting council business.” 

 
WHEREAS, the Freedom of Information Act, which is codified at Title 30, Chapter 4 of 

the S.C. Code defines a meeting as “convening a quorum of the constituent membership of the 
public body, whether corporal or by means of electronic equipment, to discuss or act upon a matter 
over which the public body has supervision, control, jurisdiction or advisory power” [emphasis 
added]. 

 
WHEREAS, in keeping with the provisions of the S.C. Code, Section 30.04 of the City’s 

Code of Ordinances (the “City Code”) defines and describes the requirements for a “quorum” of 
City Council and further defines and describes the rules of procedure for the meetings of the City 
Council.  
 

WHEREAS, the City Council previously enacted an emergency ordinance on April 9, 
2020 (the “Emergency Ordinance”), the provisions of which temporarily suspended certain 
procedural rules of the City Council in response to social-distancing guidelines and executive 
orders and allowing for telephonic and electronic meetings. 
 

WHEREAS, such telephonic and other electronic meetings have proven successful and 
effective under the Emergency Ordinance, and in light of the current public safety considerations 
associated with the 2019 novel coronavirus, and the potential for future public safety 
considerations, including those attendant to the adverse weather events that affect the State, the 
City Council finds that great benefit may be realized from authorizing meeting by telephonic or 
other electronic means whenever necessary and convenient for carrying out the business of the 
City, to include certain boards and commissions associated with the City.  

 
WHEREAS, certain provisions of the City Code are outdated and should be updated and 

revised.  
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by City Council, duly assembled, and by 

authority of the same, as follows: 
 
Section 1.   
 
 (a) It is found and determined that each statement of fact set forth in the preambles of 
this Ordinance is in all respects true and correct.   
 
 (b) For the purposes of Sections 2 through 14 below, underlining shows added 
language for illustrative purposes only and strike through shows removed language for illustrative 
purposes only. 
 
Section 2. By and through the enactment of this Ordinance, Title III, Chapter 30, Section 30.04 
of the City Code is hereby amended and restated as follows: 
 

§ 30.04 – QUORUM AND RULES OF ORDER.  
 
(a) A simple majority of the total membership of Council members serving 

shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of business at any meeting. A 
member present but disqualified from voting on a question by state law due 
to a conflict of interest shall not be counted for purpose of a quorum.  
 

(b) Council members may attend any regular, special, or emergency meeting of 
Council by telephonic or other electronic means, and shall be considered 
present for all purposes, if the meeting has been properly noticed, and all 
Council members and members of the public can hear the public 
proceedings and be heard. Any number of Council members, including all, 
may attend telephonically or by other electronic means. Council members 
in attendance by telephonic or other electronic means shall have all rights, 
including, but not limited to, the right to make motions, second motions, 
and discuss and vote on all matters under consideration by Council. The 
Mayor or Mayor Pro Tempore shall preside, except that in the absence of 
both, the members present shall elect a presiding member. Except as 
otherwise required by state law or ordinance, all proceedings of Council 
shall be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order, and the City Attorney shall 
act as parliamentarian. 

 
(c) To the extent Robert’s Rules require a physical presence of the Council 

for purposes of constituting a quorum, such requirement is waived so long 
as the Council maintains a quorum under Section 30-04(a) hereinabove. 
Further, to the extent Robert’s Rules or any other procedural rules, 
procedures or regulations conflict with any other provision of this Code, 
the provisions of the code shall be controlling in all instances. 
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Section 3. By and through the enactment of this Ordinance, Title III, Chapter 30, Section 30.05 
of the City Code is hereby amended and restated as follows: 
 

§ 30.05 – VOTING REQUIREMENTS. 
 
(a)  All actions of Council shall be by majority vote of members present (either 

physically or by telephonic or other electronic means) at a public meeting. 
 
(b)  Every member of Council present shall vote on every question except 

when required to refrain from voting by state law. 
 
(c) The presiding officer may conduct a vote by asking whether there is 

consent to a motion or resolution and whether there is anyone opposed, or 
by asking for a show of hands, or by asking for a vote by roll call. 
However, if any Council member so requests, the vote on any question 
shall be by roll call. For any meeting of Council where one or more 
members of Council are participating electronically, all votes shall be 
made by roll call vote. Every Council member’s vote shall be recorded in 
the Council minutes by the City Clerk. 

 
(d) No member of Council may leave the Council chamber (or the electronic 

forum, as applicable) while in public session without permission of the 
presiding officer. 

 
(e) Any member of Council may, if desired, have his or her reasons for voting 

for or against any measure recorded in the minutes. 
 

Section 4. By and through the enactment of this Ordinance, Title III, Chapter 30, Section 30.07 
of the City Code is hereby amended and restated as follows: 
 

§ 30.07 – APPEARANCE OF CITIZENS; PUBLIC PARTICIPATION. 
 
(a) Subject to the terms of the applicable agenda for any meeting, Aany citizen 

of the City shall be entitled to make an appearance (either in person or via 
electronic means) before Council at any regular meeting concerning any 
City matter, with the exception of personnel matters. Persons desiring to 
speak must notify the City Clerk prior to the beginning of the meeting. 
 

(b) With respect to any electronic or virtual meeting of Council and subject to 
the terms of the applicable agenda for such meeting, members of the public 
may also participate electronically, as follows: 

 
(1) Public Comments for Electronic Meetings. Individuals wishing to 

provide written comments for any public comment period may 
submit written comments to the City Clerk no later than one hour 
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prior to any meeting of Council, and the Mayor (or other presiding 
official) shall read such comments aloud during the applicable 
public comment period. Individuals wishing to speak during the 
public comment period may sign up with the City Clerk no later than 
one hour prior to the scheduled time for the public hearing. The City 
Clerk shall contact those who wish to speak at the public comment 
period by phone, in the order the requests were received, to admit 
them to the public comment period.  

 
(2) Public Hearings for Electronic Meetings.  Individuals wishing to 

provide written comments for any public hearing held during an 
electronic meeting may email comments to the City Clerk no later 
than one hour prior to the scheduled time for such public hearing, 
and the Mayor (or other presiding official) shall read such comments 
aloud during the public hearing. Individuals wishing to speak at the 
public hearing shall sign up with the City Clerk no later than one 
hour prior to the scheduled time for the public hearing. The City 
Clerk shall contact those who wish to speak at the public hearing by 
phone, in the order the requests were received, to admit them to the 
public hearing.  

 
(3) Electronic public comment periods and public hearings shall 

otherwise be conducted in accordance with all other rules and 
procedures of Council. Notices of public hearings shall include 
detailed instructions regarding the manner in which the public 
hearing shall be held.  

 
Section 5.  By and through the enactment of this Ordinance, Title III, Chapter 30, Section 30.08 
of the City Code is hereby amended and restated as follows: 
 
 § 30.08 – AGENDA. 
 

Absent exigent circumstances, Mmatters to be considered by Council at any a 
regular meeting of Council shall be placed on a written agenda prepared by the 
chief administrative officer and publicly posted by the City Clerk by noon of the 
day no less than 24 hours prior to such preceding the meeting. Any matter that is 
to be considered requiring a motion and vote by Council, that is not placed on the 
agenda by the chief administrative officer, may be placed on the agenda by 
proposal of two Council Members at least 48 business hours in advance of the 
meeting. 
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Section 6.  By and through the enactment of this Ordinance, Title III, Chapter 30, Section 30.09 
of the City Code is hereby amended and restated as follows: 
 
 § 30.09 – CITY ATTORNEY TO ATTEND. 
 

The City Attorney shall attend (either physically or by telephonic or other 
electronic means) all meetings of Council unless excused by Council. He or she 
shall act as parliamentarian, propose ordinances and resolutions, review all 
ordinances, resolutions and documents presented to Council and give opinions 
upon questions of procedure, form and law to any member of Council. 

 
Section 7.  By and through the enactment of this Ordinance, Title III, Chapter 30, Section 30.10 
of the City Code is hereby amended and restated as follows: 
 
 § 30.10 – CITY CLERK TO ATTEND. 
 

The City Clerk shall attend (either physically or by telephonic or other electronic 
means) all meetings of Council unless excused by Council. The City Clerk shall 
give notices of meetings, post the agenda, attend regular and special meetings, 
record votes of Council, keep minutes of Council meetings and perform such 
other duties as may be assigned. 

 
Section 8.  By and through the enactment of this Ordinance, Title III, Chapter 30, Section 30.27 
of the City Code is hereby amended and restated as follows: 
 
 § 30.27 – NOTICE REQUIRED 
 

[Reserved]. Prior to the introduction of an ordinance granting a franchise, license 
or right for the use of any street or public property or for the permanent closing 
of any abandoned street, the applicant for such an ordinance shall publish a notice 
in three issues of a newspaper having general circulation in the city stating the 
nature of the franchise, license or right sought or a description of the street sought 
to be closed, and the date on which the application is to be presented to City 
Council, which shall be at least one week after the last notice. This requirement 
shall not apply to the temporary closing of a public street initiated by City 
Council. 

 
Section 9.  By and through the enactment of this Ordinance, Title III, Chapter 31, Section 31.57 
of the City Code is hereby amended and restated as follows: 
 
 § 31.57 – COMPENSATION. 

 
The City Attorney shall be paid in accordance with a duly executed engagement 
letter between the City and the City Attorney. at the hourly rate of $85 per hour, 
$50 of which shall be paid from the General Funds of the city and $50 from the 
funds in the hands of the Commissioners of Public Works. The City Attorney 
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shall be paid in addition thereto a reasonable amount for specific services 
rendered to the city, for appearances at trials, preparing resolutions, ordinances 
and other similar matters. 
 

Section 10.  By and through the enactment of this Ordinance, Title III, Chapter 30, of the City 
Code is hereby amended to add Section 30.33 as follows: 
 
 § 30.33 – PUBLIC HEARINGS AND NOTIFICATION. 

 
Any public hearing required by Council may be held electronically under the 
procedures applicable to Council for electronic public hearings in Section 30-
07(b), mutatis mutandis.  

 
Section 11. By and through the enactment of this Ordinance, Title III, Chapter 32, of the City 
Code is hereby amended and restated to remove and delete Sections 32.01, 32.02, 32.03, 32.04 
and 32.05 in their entirety. Thereafter, each such Section shall be marked [Reserved]. 
 
Section 12. By and through the enactment of this Ordinance, Title III, Chapter 32, of the City 
Code is hereby amended to add Section 32.25 as follows: 
 

§ 32.25 – MEETINGS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION. 
 

(A) A quorum of any City board or commission shall mean a simple majority 
of the total membership of each board or commission. 
 
(B) Members of any City board or commission may attend any regular, 
special, or emergency meeting by telephonic or other electronic means, and shall 
be considered present for all purposes, if the meeting has been properly noticed, 
and all members and members of the public can hear the public proceedings and 
be heard. Any number of members, including all, may attend telephonically or by 
other electronic means. Members in attendance by telephonic or other electronic 
means shall have all rights, including, but not limited to, the right to make 
motions, second motions, and discuss and vote on all matters under consideration 
by such board or commission. 
 
(C) Any public participation required by any City board or commission may 
be held electronically under the procedures applicable to Council in Section 30-
07, mutatis mutandis.  
 
(D) To the extent permitted by law, all procedural rules of any City board or 
commission shall be revised or shall be deemed revised by the terms hereof. 

 
Section 13. By and through the enactment of this Ordinance, Title IX, Chapter 95, Section 
95.08, Subsections (C) & (H) are hereby amended and restated as follows: 

 
§ 95.08 – TREE COMMITTEE. 
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(C) Quorum. A quorum shall consist of three voting members (present either 
physically or by telephonic or other electronic means). The Tree Board shall take 
no action in the absence of a quorum.  
 
(H)  Meetings. The Tree Board shall meet at least quarterly. Special meetings 
may be held in addition to the regular quarterly meetings. At least seven days 
public notice shall be given in the local newspaper prior to each regularly 
scheduled or special meeting. Members may attend any regular, special, or 
emergency meeting of the Tree Board by telephonic or other electronic means, and 
shall be considered present for all purposes, if the meeting has been properly 
noticed, and all board members and members of the public can hear the public 
proceedings and be heard. Any number of board members, including all, may attend 
telephonically or by other electronic means. Board members in attendance by 
telephonic or other electronic means shall have all rights, including, but not limited 
to, the right to make motions, second motions, and discuss and vote on all matters 
under consideration by the board. All procedural rules of the board shall be revised 
in order to permit and allow for electronic meetings. Members absent for more than 
three consecutive meetings or more than one-third of the regularly scheduled 
meetings per year may be replaced by recommendation of the Tree Board to the 
Mayor and Council. The Secretary shall advise the Mayor and Council of any 
members recommended to be replaced or any member that has resigned and ask 
the Mayor and City Council to appoint a new member to fill the un-expired term 
of the vacating member. 

 
Section 14. By and through the enactment of this Ordinance, Title XV, Chapter 151, Section 
151.316 is hereby amended to amend and restate subsection (C) and to add Subsections (E) and 
(F) as follows: 

 
§ 151.316 – PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS. 
 
(C)  Meetings of the Board shall be held at the call of the Chairman and at such 
other times as the Board may determine. All meetings of the Board shall be open 
to the public. The Board shall meet within 15 days after receipt by City Hall of 
the notice of appeal and the $75 payment of all application applicable fees. 
Notifications of the public and neighboring property owners shall be in 
accordance with § 152.318(D). 
 
(E) Members may attend any regular, special, or emergency meeting of the 
Board by telephonic or other electronic means, and shall be considered present for 
all purposes, if the meeting has been properly noticed, and all Board members and 
members of the public can hear the public proceedings and be heard. Any number 
of Board members, including all, may attend telephonically or by other electronic 
means. Board members in attendance by telephonic or other electronic means shall 
have all rights, including, but not limited to, the right to make motions, second 
motions, and discuss and vote on all matters under consideration by the Board. All 
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procedural rules of the Board shall be revised in order to permit and allow for 
electronic meetings. 
 
(F) Any public participation required by the Board may be held electronically 
under the procedures applicable to Council in Section 30-07, mutatis mutandis.  

 
Section 15. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is, for any 
reason, held or determined to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this Ordinance. 
 
Section 16. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed to the extent 
of such conflict.  
 
Section 17. This Ordinance shall be effective upon second reading and enactment. 
       

[Signature page follows]  
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 DONE AND ENACTED, this ___ day of _________ 2021. 
 

CITY OF WESTMINSTER, SOUTH CAROLINA 
 

________________________________________ 
Brian Ramey, Mayor 

 
(SEAL) 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
     
Jennifer Adams, City Clerk       
 
 
First Reading:    
Second Reading:   
 
 



TAX YEAR
FISCAL YEAR

Property Type Assessed Value Market Value Assessed Value Market Value Assessed Value Market Value Assessed Value Market Value
Real Property 4,756,530$       105,700,667$     4,796,670$       106,592,667$     4,773,300$       106,073,333$     4,827,680$       107,281,778$     
Personal Property/ DOR 847,393$          8,070,410$         756,535$          7,205,095$         755,676$          7,196,914$         800,824$          7,626,895$         
Vehicles 689,379$          11,489,650$       640,747$          10,679,117$       678,410$          11,306,833$       671,791$          11,196,517$       
Total 6,293,302$       125,260,726$     6,193,952$       124,476,879$     6,207,386$       124,577,081$     6,300,295$       126,105,190$     
Value of a Mill 6,293$               6,194$               6,207$               6,300$               

TAX YEAR
FISCAL YEAR

Property Type Assessed Value Market Value Assessed Value Market Value Assessed Value Market Value Assessed Value Market Value
Real Property 4,919,080$       109,312,889$     4,898,250$       108,850,000$     -$                     -$                     
Personal Property/ DOR 737,685$          7,025,571$         795,284$          7,574,133$         -$                     -$                     
Vehicles 731,719$          12,195,317$       793,935$          13,232,250$       -$                     -$                     
Total 6,388,484$       128,533,777$     6,487,469$       129,656,383$     -$                   -$                     -$                   -$                     
Value of a Mill 6,388$               6,487$               -$                   -$                   

Westminster City Assessed and Market Values

2023
2019 2020 2021 2022
2020

Vehicle Ratio 6.0 Vehicle Ratio 6.0 Vehicle Ratio 6.0 Vehicle Ratio 6.0

Westminster City Assessed and Market Values

Reassessment Year (Delayed) Implemented Reassessment Year

Reassessment Year (Delayed)

2016
2017

2015
2016 20192018

Vehicle Ratio 6.0 Vehicle Ratio 6.0 Vehicle Ratio 6.0 Vehicle Ratio 6.0

20182017

Implemented Reassessment Year

2021 2022



 Oconee Joint Regional Sewer Authority 
623 Return Church Road 

Seneca, South Carolina 29678 
Phone (864) 972-3900 

www.ojrsa.org 
  

 

 

 

OCONEE JOINT REGIONAL SEWER AUTHORITY 
Operations & Planning Committee 

July 21, 2021 
 

The Operations & Planning Committee meeting was held at the Coneross Creek Wastewater Treatment 
Plant. 
 

The following Commissioners were present: Committee Chair, Bob Faires; Committee members: Lamar 
Bailes, Leigh Baker, and Scott McLane. All committee members attended the meeting. 
 

Staff present were: Secretary/Treasurer to the Board and Office Manager, Lynn Stephens; and Executive 
Director, Chris Eleazer. 
 

Others present were: Oconee County resident, Bill Bull, and Adrienne Hennes of ReMax Realty 
Professionals. 
 
 

A) Call to Order - Mr. Faires called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 

B) Public Session: 
• Bill Bull – Mr. Bull informed the committee that he has read up on peracetic acid and believes that 

is a good alternative to chlorine and will be nice for the OJRSA to have available. 
• Adrienne Hennes – Ms. Hennes asked the committee what the timeframe is on having capacity 

available on the east side of Seneca (between Seneca and Clemson). Mr. Faires deferred the 
question to Mr. Eleazer, who replied that it will take some time to obtain funds and then 
approximately six (6) months to do a study, another approximately nine to twelve (9 – 12) months 
to do the design, and another six to twelve (6 – 12) months to do the bidding process and 
construction.  
   Ms. Hennes asked what the timeframe would be if the companies who wanted to connect were 
to co-fund the cost? Mr. Eleazer replied that it would still be over two (2) years. Mr. Faires agreed 
that it would be a minimum of two (2) years; however, he added that if the funding is approved and 
the design is committed, the customers would not have to wait for the construction to be complete 
before being approved. 
   Ms. Hennes added a note that Mr. Pete Dimopoulous was not able to attend the meeting today 
and asked her to mention that he needs capacity for a doctor’s office at 310 Union Station and 
would like Mr. Eleazer to contact him about it. Mr. Faires and Mr. Eleazer confirmed that unless it 
is for the Clemson Eye office project, which the O&P Committee committed to serving in 2020, then 
the OJRSA’s engineers advise against future connections on the line serving Union Station. 

 

C) Presentation and Discussion Items: 
• Discuss US 123 Seneca-to-Clemson Corridor Options to Address Seneca Creek Pump Station and 

Force Main Structural Issues and System Improvements Needed to Serve Regional Growth – The 
Director reported that a developer requested Goodwyn, Mills, and Cawood (GMC) do an assessment 
on the Seneca-to-Clemson corridor. GMC acknowledged that the Seneca Creek, Millbrook, and both 
Davis Creek pump stations would be operating in excess of their capacity during wet weather with 
the pumps pumping twenty-four (24) hours a day if additional capacity was added to the system. 
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(The Davis Creek Road Pump Stations already have some proposed development at Hartwell Village 
that have been permitted but not built yet.) 

   GMC developed three (3) recommendations: 1) the flow would go through the Millbrook Pump 
Station to the Seneca Creek Pump Station, 2) improvements at the recently constructed Davis Creek 
Pump Stations 1 & 2, and 3) the flow going directly to Seneca Creek Pump Station and bypassing the 
Millbrook Pump Station.  
   It was determined that option #1 was a non-viable solution, as both stations would have to be 
replaced; option #2 was a short-term solution with work beyond the scope of this evaluation 
required to accommodate additional growth; and option #3 was the best option with upsizing the 
Seneca Creek Pump Station from 1,000 GPM to 4,000 GPM and increasing the force main from 10” 
to 20” diameter. It is estimated this option would cost $4,000,000 - $5,000,000 or more and would 
only get it to the gravity system at Seneca Creek and does not include any improvements that would 
be needed beyond that point. The OJRSA knows that the Martins Creek Pump Station can handle 
the growth, but downstream is a concern. 
   Mr. Baker asked if the developer is paying for the project. Mr. Eleazer replied that he could not 
imagine the developer would pay for the full project for everyone else that would benefit from it. 
   Mr. Eleazer stated that this assessment may shave off some of the timeframe he gave Ms. Hennes 
earlier because it bypasses the sewer basin study phase. He also mentioned the OJRSA requested 
assistance from Oconee County but the OJRSA was informed that, although they were interested, 
they (the County) were concentrating on the I-85 area. 
 

D) Committee Action Items: 
• Designate Representatives to Review the Fair Play Area Sewer Basin Plan RFQ Submittals – Mr. 

Eleazer reported that five (5) firms attended the Pre-Submittal Meeting for the Fair Play Sewer Basin 
Study, and the OJRSA received submittals from all of them. The Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 
requires a team approved by the O&P Committee to review the RFQ’s and recommend a firm to the 
board.  
   The Director stated he came up with a suggested list of candidates and had already contacted 
them and gotten their approval for consideration to be on the review committee. This list includes 
the following: Amanda Brock, Oconee County Administrator; Annie Caggiano of Oconee County 
Economic Alliance; OJRSA engineering consultant, Jennifer Barrington; and Chris Eleazer and Kyle 
Lindsay of the OJRSA. 
   This team would pick the firm to do a study for four (4) 5-year increment projections on growth 
development in the area which will be beneficial for the OJRSA and Oconee County to prepare and 
fund.  
   Mr. Eleazer also added that the OJRSA board can conduct interviews of the firms on their own if 
they choose and could select a different firm than the one recommended by the team. 

Mr. Baker made a motion, seconded by Mr. McLane, to approve the names on Mr. Eleazer’s 
suggested list of candidates to be on the team to review the RFQ submittals. The motion carried. 

 

E) Action Items to Recommend to the Board for Consideration – None. 
 

F) Compliance Issues and Concerns – None. 
 

G) Executive Director’s Report and Discussion – None. 
 

H) Upcoming Meetings: 
1. Board of Commissioners – Monday, August 2, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. 
2. Finance & Administrative Meeting – Monday, August 16, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. 
3. Operations & Planning Committee – Wednesday, August 18, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. 
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Mr. Faires stated he will be out of town on August 18th and requested it be changed to Thursday, August 
19th at 4:00 p.m. All the committee members were good with this change. 

 

Mr. Baker requested to see a list of the top five (5) projects (in priority order) and their associated costs 
for inside the treatment plant and outside the plant. It was decided Mr. Eleazer would provide this list 
at the next O&P meeting. 

I) Adjourn – The meeting adjourned at 4:34 p.m. 
 
 
 
Notification of the meeting was distributed on July 15, 2021 to Upstate Today, Anderson Independent-
Mail, Westminster News, Keowee Courier, WGOG Radio, WSNW Radio, City of Seneca Council, City of 
Walhalla Council, City of Westminster Council, Oconee County Council, SC DHEC, www.ojrsa.org, and 
posted at the OJRSA Administration Building. 
 
 
 

http://www.orjsa.org/
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Board of Commissioners Meeting 
August 2, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. 

OJRSA Board Room 
 

The OJRSA strongly encourages meeting attendees to adhere to CDC and DHEC recommendations and 
guidelines regarding face coverings and physical distancing 

A) Call to Order – Scott Parris, Vice Chair 
B) Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance – Led by Commissioner Scott McLane 
C) Public Session – Receive comments relating to topics that may or may not be on this agenda. Session is 

limited to a maximum of 30 minutes with no more than 5 minutes per speaker. 
D) Approval of Minutes 

• July 12, 2021 Board Meeting 
E) Committee Reports 

1. Finance & Administration Meeting of July 19, 2021 – Scott Parris, Committee Chair 
2. Operations & Planning Meeting of July 21, 2021 – Bob Faires, Committee Chair 

F) Secretary/Treasurer’s Report – Chris Eleazer, Director on behalf of Lynn Stephens, Secretary/ 
Treasurer 

G) Presentation and Discussion Items 
• Schedule of Fees update – Chris Eleazer, Director 

H) Policy and Action Items 
1. Approve June and Fiscal Year 2021 Financial Reports – Chris Eleazer, Director 
2. Authorize Executive Director to execute Davis & Floyd Amendment #1 for work already performed 

regarding an alternate force main route from Welcome Center Pump Station via Lakeshore Drive. 
Total fee for Amendment #1 is $23,560 and will be reimbursed by Oconee County. – Chris Eleazer, 
Director 

3. Authorize Executive Director to execute Davis & Floyd Amendment #2 for work already performed 
regarding revisions to the Welcome Center Pump Station and force main. Total fee for Amendment 
#2 is $14,460 and will be reimbursed by Oconee County. – Chris Eleazer, Director 

I) Compliance Issues and Concerns – Chris Eleazer, Director 
J) Executive Director’s Report and Discussion – Chris Eleazer, Director 
K) Upcoming Meetings All meetings to be held in the OJRSA Board Room unless noted otherwise. 

1. Finance & Administration Committee – August 16, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. 
2. Operations & Planning Committee – August 19, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. Note change of date 
3. Board of Commissioners – September 13, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. 

L) Adjourn 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/cloth-face-cover-guidance.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-getting-sick%2Fcloth-face-cover.html
https://scdhec.gov/covid19/use-cloth-face-coverings-covid-19
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