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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Kevin Bronson 

OFFICE OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
WESTMINSTER, SOUTH CAROLINA 

March 4, 2022 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
Upstate Forever 2022 Annual Monitoring Report for Ramsey Creek property 
This week Upstate Forever Land Stewardship Associate Lauren Muller provided the attached 2022 Annual 
Monitoring Report for the Ramsey Creek Property, just north of Chau Ram park. City staff and Ms. Muller are 
actively working through partnership agreements for Upstate Forever and the City of Westminster to partner on 
removal of kudzu on the property. Estimates range maximum from $7,000 - $10,000 for the first year of treatment. 
This includes several spraying sessions, starting in the late spring, and would substantially reduce the Kudzu in the 
first year. A mature patch of kudzu can be practically eliminated in 2-3 years depending on the age of the vines. 
The first year of control is the most labor intensive and subsequent treatments take significantly less time (and 
money). The cost share is expected to be 50/50.  
 
Chief Patterson’s Monthly Report 
Chief Patterson’s February report is attached. It’s worth noting the department is fully staffed.  
 
Simpson Road Athletic Fields – Request for Bids 
Last month a Request for Proposals (RFP) was issued to improve the old practice fields next to Owens Field. No 
bids were received by the deadline. Staff will develop an alternate plan to improve the fields.  
 
OJRSA 
The Board Meeting agenda for March 7, 2022 is attached.  
 
PMPA 
Nothing new to report.  

    
PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
March 7, 2022 at 4:00 pm – OJRSA Board Meeting at OJRSA 
March 8, 2022 at 4:00 pm City Council Budget Workshop at the Depot 
March 8, 2022 at 6:00 pm City Council Meeting at the Depot 
March 24, 2022 at 10:00 am – PMPA Board Meeting at PMPA 
March 31, 2022 5:00 pm-7:00 pm – Oconee Economic Alliance Annual Meeting at Keowee Key 
 
April 12, 2022 at 4:00 pm City Council Budget Workshop at the Depot – Possible Reschedule to April 5, 2022 
April 12, 2022 at 6:00 pm – City Council Meeting at the Depot – Possible Reschedule to April 5, 2022 
April 21, 2022 at 10:00 am – PMPA Board Meeting at PMPA 
April 26, 2022 Special Election for three (3) City Council Seats – Westminster Fire Department – 7:00 am-7:00 pm 
April 26, 2022 6:00 pm Called City Council Budget Workshop at the Depot 
April 28, 2022 at 10:00 am Certification of Election Results 
 
May 6, 2022 4:00 pm Swearing in Ceremony for New City Council Members – the Depot – tentative  
 
Special Events Calendar (events scheduled for downtown)  
March 19, 2022 – time, TBD – Westminster’s 148th Birthday Celebration | organizer: Special Events Committee 

Gateway to the Mountain Lakes Region 
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April 15, 2022 – 5:00 pm-9:00 pm – Three Crosses | organizer: Cross Roads #2 Baptist Church 
April 23, 2022 – tentative – Music on Main, spring event 1 of 2 | organizer: Westminster Music Centre 
May 21, 2022 – tentative – Music on Main, spring event 2 of 2 | organizer: Westminster Music Centre 
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2022 Annual Monitoring Report

Property Name: Chau Ram Expansion
Address (if any):
County: Oconee
Acres: 89.46
Conservation Easement Recorded On: 9/24/2015 
Date of Last Monitoring Visit: 2/10/2021
Date of This Monitoring Visit: 2/28/2022
Hours Spent on Property: 2.51
Methods: Foot
Upstate Forever Representative(s): Lauren Muller

Landowner and Landowner Representatives:

Landowner
Kevin Bronson
City of Westminster
100 E. Windsor Street, PO Box 399
Westminster, SC 29693

Observations

Landowner Questions

1. Did the property owner or other representative meet/accompany the Upstate Forever representative(s)? Select one box.

Kevin Bronson gave me permission via email.

2. Did the landowner report a change in ownership and/or subdivision since the last monitoring visit?

3. Did the landowner report any changes on the premises in the past year, or is the landowner anticipating any changes in the coming year?

UF and the City of Westminster are planning to begin managing Kudzu and Privet from the southern end of the property adjacent to Long Creek
Highway.

4. Did the landowner report any encroachment activities, dumping, or trespassing?

5. Did the landowner report any ecological issues (such as erosion, storm damage, degradation of water quality, issues with invasive
species)?

Site Assessment

6. Indicate weather conditions. Select each box that applies and add clarifying notes, if needed.

Yes, met only. Yes, part of visit. Yes, entire visit. No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No
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7. Current land uses (select all that apply):

8. Select adjacent land uses:

9. Did you observe any land disturbance activity on the property (such as erosion, moved earth, new ditches or �lling, storm damage, new
driveways or trails)?

Some areas along the bank of the Chauga have minor erosion issues. Areas of minimal erosion we observed where adjacent landowner have mowed or
otherwise cut vegetation up to the bank of the river. Additionally, there appears to be some construction uphill from the river that might be contributing
to the erosion. (Photopoints 35-38, 41-42)

10. Did you observe any logging activity?

11. Did you observe adverse impacts as a result of agricultural or equestrian activities (such as livestock accessing surface waters)?

12. Did you observe adverse impacts resulting from recreational activities or amenities?

13. Did you observe any alterations around bodies of water (such as cut vegetation, evidence of recent planting/pruning)?

I observed three areas along the river where native vegetation has been cut to improve adjacent landowner's access to the water (photopoints)

14. Did you observe degradation, depletion, or pollution of surface waters (such as turbidity, bad smell)?

15. Did you observe any recent or ongoing construction or signage?

16. Did you observe any encroachment activities, dumping, or evidence of trespassing?

Neighbors do continue to access the river through the protected property, but this has been ongoing for several years.

17. Select or enter the invasive exotic plant species observed on the property, if any.

These invasive plants are limited to a 5-7 acre part of the southernmost end of the property. They can be attributed to disturbance as a result of a
timber harvest that occurred about 10 years ago. The rest of the property is pristine with rich �oral diversity and few invasive species.

18. Did you notice the exercise of any reserved rights?

Summary

Sunny Cloudy Precipitation Warm Hot Cool Cold Other

Agricultural Residential Equestrian Forested Hunting Fishing Public Park Pasture Hiking

Biking Timber Mitigation Other

Agricultural Residential Equestrian Commerical Forested Public Park Other

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

Yes No

None observed English ivy (Hedera helix) Golden bamboo (Phyllostachys aurea) Japanese honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica)

Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) Japanese stiltgrass (Microstegium vimineum) Kudzu (Pueraria montana)

Mimosa/silk tree (Albizia julibrissin) Multi�ora rose (Rosa multi�ora) Nandina (Nandina domestica)

Non-native olive (Elaeagnus pungens or Elaeagnus umbellata) Privet (Ligustrum sinense or Ligustrum japonicum)

Yes No



Page 3 of 19

I hiked into the property following the southern boundary adjacent to the property owned by the Mayor of Westminster. Once I reached the Chauga River,
I followed it until I reached the most northern tip of the property. Of note were the expansive patches of Trout Lily all along the riverbank. These
attractive native spring ephemeral wild�owers have characteristic marbled leaves and nodding yellow �owers. Monitors of future site visits should keep
an eye on the areas adjacent to residences where gaps in riparian buffers exist and vegetation is mowed.

I attest that this report is a fair and accurate representation of the conditions of the property at the time of the visit.

Lauren Muller
Lauren Muller, Land Stewardship Associate

March 3rd, 2022 at 4:03:00 PM GMT-5 by user: lmuller@upstateforever.org
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Photos Taken

Photopoint 01: 34.68651, -83.15665
 Small memorial at corner of the property.

 

Photopoint 02: 34.6865, -83.15655
 View of kudzu infested hill.

 Kudzu

Photopoint 03: 34.68647, -83.1563
 Dense stand of privet in the bottomland adjacent to a small creek.

Chinese Privet

Photopoint 04: 34.68662, -83.15539
 View toward Long Creek Hwy.
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Photopoint 05: 34.6865, -83.1552
Edge of Kudzu toward top of hill. Forest is early successional with

mostly Maple and some American Beech.

Photopoint 06: 34.68656, -83.1551
Healthy patch of native Longleaf Wood Oats (Chasmanthium

sessiliflorum).

Photopoint 07: 34.6865, -83.15474
Upland forest is free of kudzu.

Photopoint 08: 34.68668, -83.15426
Large pile of native stone on hill top.
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Photopoint 09: 34.68664, -83.15395
View downhill toward outparcel owned by Mayor. Clear of kudzu.

Photopoint 10: 34.6865, -83.15341
Rocky overlook .

Photopoint 11: 34.68647, -83.1533
View downhill at property line. Forest mostly Beech, Sourwood and

Oak.

Photopoint 12: 34.6861, -83.15318
Small patch of native River Cane (Arundinaria sp).
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Photopoint 13: 34.68603, -83.15297
Small creek in valley.

Photopoint 14: 34.68585, -83.15227
Hillside and riparian buffer is well vegetated with evergreen natives .

Photopoint 14: 34.68585, -83.15227
Steep bank of the Changan. No Ericsson observed.

Photopoint 15: 34.68617, -83.15217
One of many native Trout Lilies (Erythronium sp.).
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Photopoint 16: 34.68625, -83.1519
View of the Chauga River.

Photopoint 17: 34.68639, -83.15204
Beaver dam.

Photopoint 17: 34.68639, -83.15204
Beaver slide.

Photopoint 18: 34.68651, -83.152
Steep hillside dense with Mountain Laural (Kalmia latifolia).
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Photopoint 19: 34.68662, -83.15187
Evidence of recent beaver activity.

Photopoint 20: 34.68684, -83.1517
View up hillside. Understory is open with no invasive plants.

Photopoint 21: 34.68687, -83.1517
Several windthrown trees.

Photopoint 22: 34.68706, -83.15147
Red Maple (Acer rubrum) in flower.



Page 10 of 19

Photopoint 23: 34.68816, -83.15054
Trout Lily populations are extensive along the river.

Photopoint 24: 34.68836, -83.15069
Healthy vegetated riparian buffer at bend in the river.

Photopoint 25: 34.68866, -83.15118
Protected Property extends to other side of the river.

Photopoint 26: 34.68876, -83.1519
Upper hillside consistently vegetated with Mountain Laurel.
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Photopoint 27: 34.68874, -83.15197
Stone covered in resurrection fern (Pleopeltis polypodioides). Several

springs emerge from the steep hillside and trickle into the river.

Photopoint 28: 34.68936, -83.15241
Obscured view of river.

Photopoint 29: 34.69009, -83.15281
Existing trail travels north and upstream.

Photopoint 30: 34.69082, -83.15425
Part of the protected property has been mowed by the adjacent
landowner of residence 194 Riversong Drive. Vegetation cleared

appears to be primarily native river cane (Arundinara sp.) No erosion
issues were observed..
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Photopoint 30: 34.69082, -83.15425
Small spring.

Photopoint 31: 34.69091, -83.15435
Mowed terraces adjacent to river.

Photopoint 32: 34.69103, -83.15449
Mowed riparian buffer looking upstream.

Photopoint 32: 34.69103, -83.15449
Riverbank appeared stable.
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Photopoint 32: 34.69103, -83.15449
View downstream of mowed buffer.

Photopoint 33: 34.69114, -83.15463
Small bench on protected property.

Photopoint 34: 34.69185, -83.15567
Beaver dam.

Photopoint 35: 34.69209, -83.15564
Mowed trail leading towards RV.
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Photopoint 35: 34.69209, -83.15564
Small mowed area used to access river.

Photopoint 36: 34.6922, -83.15558
Some small areas of erosion.

Photopoint 36: 34.6922, -83.15558
View uphill towards construction with exposed soil.

Photopoint 37: 34.693, -83.1557
Third mowed area cleared by adjacent landowner. A thin vegetated

strip was observed along the riverbank.
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Photopoint 38: 34.69311, -83.15566
Planted foodplot.

Photopoint 38: 34.69311, -83.15566
Vegetated buffer.

Photopoint 39: 34.69343, -83.15571
View of shoals.

Photopoint 40: 34.69368, -83.15611
Small tributary feeding into the Chauga.
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Photopoint 41: 34.69474, -83.15581
Cleared area.

Photopoint 41: 34.69474, -83.15581
Fire pit.

Photopoint 41: 34.69474, -83.15581
Former site of cabin.

Photopoint 41: 34.69474, -83.15581
Gap in riparian buffer.
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Photopoint 42: 34.69491, -83.15582
.

Photopoint 42: 34.69491, -83.15582
Gravel drive used for accessing protected property.

Photopoint 43: 34.69509, -83.15582
Trail continues along river.

Photopoint 44: 34.69548, -83.15592
Shoals.



Page 18 of 19

Photopoint 45: 34.69711, -83.15616
Dense vegetation along steep hillside limits travel.

Photopoint 47: 34.69053, -83.15393
.
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Visit Map

Site Visit Points

Site Visit Lines

ChauRam Expansion Parcel A Boundary
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Leaflet | Powered by Esri | Source: Esri, Maxar, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User Co…

http://leafletjs.com/
https://www.esri.com/


Date Exercised Reserved or Relinquished Right Description (square footprint, etc.)
A. Public Use and Recreation Facilities:
3.A.1  Construct park buildings, total square footage 
<3,000 sq. ft., in accordance with park master plan 
approved by UF. 
3.A.2  Construction within riparian buffers is limited 
to trails, boardwalks, benches, bridges, kiosks, and 
signs.
3.A.3  Written approval required from UF in 
advance of any construction activities.
3.A.4  Master plan can not impair conservation 
values of property.  

2020 3.B. Existing Structures: Maintain, repair, remove 
existing cabin.  May also maintain, repair, remove, 
or expand existing fence and building constituting 
pump house.  Pump house and associated fence 
may not increase more than 100% of current 
respective sizes.  

Mr. Brian Ramey removed his cabin from the 
City's property to his adjoining property.

3.C. Subdividing: No subdividing.
3.D. Limited Commercial Activities: Commercial 
activities limited to recreational or lease based 
hunting/fishing.   
3.D.1 Obtain written approval in advance from UF 
for construction of store and/or commercial 
activities.
3.D.2 Commercial store <2,000 sq. ft. 
3.E. Signs: No signs allowed except for 
directional/trespassing/no hunting/for 
sale/protected property/conservation 
values/sponsorship signs.
3.F. Commercial Recreation: No commercial 
recreation allowed except for hunting/fishing lease, 
commercial tubing, and kayaking, etc.

**Disclaimer:  This Summary does not provide a complete summary or explanation of all the reserved rights, 
restrictions and conditions in the Conservation Easement.  Accordingly, it  should not be relied on or used as a 

substitute for the Easement itself.  To the extent that this Summary conflicts with or is inconsistent with the Easement, 
the Easement will govern.  This summary may not include violations.**

Chau Ram Expansion Rights Summary



3.G. Protection of Riparian Buffers: Removal of 
trees within 100 ft of Chauga River only for trees 
that are dead, damaged, diseased, hazardous, or 
non-indigenous.  Vegetation removal within 100 ft 
allowed to construct 2 river access points <30 ft 
width total, for construction and maintenance of 
roads, bridges, and trails (in accordance with 3L), 
and construction and maintenance of pedestrian 
and biking trails, boardwalks, observations desks, 
and picnic shelters (in accordance with 3.A.). Tree 
and vegetation removal must have written approval 
from UF and not impact conservation value of 
property.
3.H. Utility Systems: Utilities such as water, sewer, 
electrical, propane, solar, geothermal, wind, and 
communications for 3A, B, F, I, J, and L allowed. No 
cellular towers on site.  
3.I. Forest Management: Timber harvest must 
comply with 3.G. and requires written forest 
management plan approved by UF.  Removal of 
dangerous or diseased trees is permitted except in 
riparian areas and with prior written approval from 
UF, trees can be removed to allow emergency 
access, or when necessary to allow approved 
activities.
3.J. Public Water Supply: Construct, operate, 
maintain public water supply intake with written 
approval by UF, having the least impact to 
conservation values, and in accordance with current 
regulations.
3.K. Open Fields and Fences: Maintain current 
fences on site and add additional fencing.  Maintain 
current open fields and establish and maintain 
additional open fields such that total open field 
area <5% of total acreage. Avoid or minimize 
adverse ecological impacts during field 
establishment. No new fields located in riparian 
buffers, no maintenance of existing fields in riparian 
buffers.
3.L. Roads, Bridges and Trails: Maintain existing 
roads, bridges, trails.  New roads, bridges, and trails 
subject to Section 3G and must be approved in 
writing prior to construction.  Trails within riparian 
buffers must be paved and <5ft in width.  
Construction of roads, bridges, and trails must not 
impair conservation values of protected property.



3.M. Ditches and Wells: Maintain and replace 
ditches and wells for permitted uses as needed.
3.N. Motor Vehicles: Limited motor vehicle use.  
Use of vehicles on site cannot negatively impact 
conservational values.
3.O. Participation in Certain Government 
Programs: May participate in government 
programs for permitted uses.
3.P. No Transferable Rights: Protected property 
cannot be included in gross area of other property 
to determine density, lot coverage or open space 
requirements.  No development rights that have 
been affected by the CE can be transferred except 
from demolition/destruction of a permitted 
residential building.
3.Q. Archaeological Artifacts: 30 days written 
notice to Grantee before digs or disturbance; return 
site to previous state unless to be used for 
education.
3.R. No Other Disturbances: No alteration of 
topography, dumping, removal of materials, 
excavating, filling, draining, diking, etc., except as 
may be reasonably required for permitted uses and 
erosion control measures in compliance with 
applicable laws.
3.S. Other Uses and Activities: No uses that 
contravene Primary Purposes of Conservation 
Easement.

**NOTE** Additional sections provide details on topics such as 
inspection, condemnation, transfers, notice, etc.

Please refer to your Conservation Easement or 
contact Upstate Forever at 864-250-0500.



Westminster Chief of Police Monthly Report 

Feb 1 – Feb 28, 2022 

 

 

 
 
 

Offenses/Incident Reports 39 

Vehicle Accidents 4 

Use of Force Incidents 1 

DUI 0 

Arrests 11 

Citations Issued 64 

Warnings Issued 17 

Welfare Checks 8 

Security Checks 280 

Total Calls 403 

Training Hours 10 
  

One officer graduated the SC Criminal Justice Academy on February 18, 2022. 

Two officers were hired on as full time Officers on February 7, 2022 and have begun their online Academy.  

Police Department is currently full-staff with nine (9) Officers.  Seven (7) certified, two (2) Academy bound.  

New uniforms were ordered and came in.  Changed our colors to Black shirt, Green pants.   

Set up training with Streetcrimes.com from Chicago, IL.  This is a 3-day class that includes training in the 
following areas: 

Officer Safety 

Officer involved shootings 

Courtroom testimony 

Legal Issues 

Interrogation techniques 

And more…. 

One (1) Ford Crown Victoria sold on GovDeals along with other equipment that have been lying around for 
years. 

In-Car computer equipment has begun coming in.  These are expected to be operational within in the next 1-2 
months.  

Feb 6- Suspect caught stealing donations from Boy’s Camp Thrift Store.  She was charged with larceny.  



Assisted Walhalla PD and OCSO with a vehicle pursuit and have had three (3) pursuits of our own.  One 
escaped, two apprehended.  

Feb 7- Vehicle broken in to at Rec Department.  City staff assisted tremendously with the video footage.  
Because of this, two suspects were caught and charged.  

Feb 11- Assisted Westminster Fire Department and Forestry with a large fire at Mr. Peay’s property.  Unable to 
determine cause of the fire.  Code Enforcement looking at violations.  No charges at this time.  

Vehicle break-in’s reported at Sanford’s building on Windsor St and also at Spurr’s Auto.   

Feb 22- Assisted Westminster Fire Department with a vehicle fire at Ingles.  

Feb 22 & 24- SCCJA Mobile Training Unit conducted training at our training facility. 

January 31, 2022 incident where vehicle was stolen from NAPA.  After extensive investigation and 
interviewing, suspect was identified, charged and arrested for the crimes.   

Officer Caitlin Pope nominated as Officer of the Year for the American Legion post in Westminster, SC. 

All radar units certified on Feb 28, 2022.  

 

Matt M. Patterson Chief of Police 

Chief of Police 
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